8th grade standard-based curriculum
1. Introduction to Physical Science

2. The Nature of Matter

3. Solids, Liquids, and Gases

4. Elements and the Periodic Table

5. Atoms and Bonding

6. Chemical Reactions

7. Acids, Bases, and Solutions

8. Motion and Energy

9. Forces

10. Forces in Fluids

11. Earth, Moon, and Sun

12. Exploring Space

13. The Solar System

* 8th will be going on one science field trip focusing on physical science.

7th grade standard-based curriculum
1. Healthy Body Systems
2. Bones, Muscles, and Skin

3. Digestion

4. Circulation

5. Cell Structure and Functions

6. Cell Process, and Energy

7. Genetics: The Science of Heredity

8. Modern Genetics

9. Living Things

10. Sponges, Cnidarians, and Worms

11. Mollusks, Arthropods, and Reptiles

12. Fishes, Amphibians, and Reptiles

13. Birds and Mammals

*7th grade take one science field trip to the California Science Center where they dissect a cow’s eye. Six other dissections in the classroom are scheduled: sheep’s heart, chicken’s wing, frog, crayfish, bone marrow, earthworm.
6th grade standard-based curriculum
1. Introduction to Earth Science
2. Weathering and Soil

3. Erosion and Deposition

4. Plate Tectonics

5. Earthquakes

6. Volcanoes

7. The Atmosphere

8. Weather

9. Climate and Climate Change

10. Ecosystems

11. Living Resources

12. Energy and Material Resources

*6th grade will be going on two earth science excursions. We usually go to the tide pools and hiking in Eaton Canyon. Chaperones will be needed.

Science Fair

1. Science Fair will take place

 February 13-17.
2. 8th- physical science

    7th- life science

    6th- earth science

3. The projects should follow the scientific method.

4. Guidelines, assignments and due dates will be given to students in November.
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Incarnation School
6th, 7th, 8th Grades
Science Program
          Earth, Life, Physical Science
              Teacher: Mrs. Salazar
The science class is structured around three main areas: lecture,investigations/experiments, and journal writing. The classroom works at a rapid but productive pace between all three areas of instruction. For this reason, attention and focus is necessary during instruction.
Instruction is standard-based. The curriculum’s focus is mastery of the standards assigned to each grade level. The Trimester Finals assess the student’s attainment of these standards.
Labs are conducted emphasizing scientific inquiry. Experiments follow the Scientific Method stressing Hypothesis, Testing the Hypothesis and Finding the Conclusion.
Grading System
Test/Quizzes……………..35%

Participation……………..10%

Homework………............15%

Trimester Final…………..20%

Labs/Journal/Projects……20%

Homework:
1. Homework will be posted in 3 areas:


-science classroom


-Homework Hero


-homeroom

2. Homework is usually assigned after each class. 

3. It is due the next class period.

4. Homework needs to be turned in on time. Points are deducted depending on how late the homework is turned in.

6. The assignments for homework consist of worksheet pages, questions, lab sheets, and science journal entries. 
7. Assignments turned in more than a week after notice will not be given credit. 

Test/Quizzes

1. Quizzes are scheduled usually a day after a section is covered. They consist of 5 questions worth 2 points each. 

2. Tests are assigned after a chapter is completed. A week’s notice is given for study.

3. The test format involves vocabulary, multiple choice, short answers and a couple of essay questions. It is usually worth 25-40 points.

Progress Reports
1. Every few weeks, a progress report will be sent home.

2. Please, review, sign and return to school. 
3. It is considered a homework assignment.

Labs/Journal Writing

1. Labs are conducted 2-3 times per topic being studied.
2. Lab investigations focus on the Scientific Method. The purpose and hypothesis of the experimentation is emphasized.

3. It is very important that students understand the  purpose of  the lab. Scientific inquiry skills are emphasized.

 4. Lab reports consist of a summary of what was done in the investigation. Students will be expected to write a couple paragraphs informing the reader:

  -What is the hypothesis being tested 
     or investigated?

  -What happened during the lab?

  -Did the lab go as expected?

  -What did the student think of the lab?
  -Would they do something different if 
    they had to do it again?

5. Data results are carefully recorded as graphs or tables.

Communication

1. The best way to reach me is through email.  jsalazar@incaschool.org
2. I check my email throughout the day, and I should respond within 24 hours of having received the email.
3. You can also leave a message in the office.

4. If you have a concern regarding the science program or your child’s progress, please, don’t hesitate in contacting me to make an appointment and discuss the matter promptly and efficiently.

Discipline:

1. Students are aware of the rules and expectations of the classroom.

2. Participation points are deducted when they have been disruptive in class or are off task. The progress reports will indicate any problems.

3. If there are any more serious issues, an email or note will be sent home.

Supplies

Our classroom is always in need of the following supplies:

baking soda, vinegar, non-latex gloves, paper towels, wipes, wax paper, large 12 in. balloons, Dixie cups, string, tennis balls, crickets for the animals.
Schedule:

8th:

Monday: 1:30-2:30

Wednesday: 11:15-12:00

Friday: 10:30-11:15

7th:

Monday: 8:00-10:00

Wednesday: 8:00-10:00

Friday: 8:00-10:00

6th:

Tuesday: 11:15-12:00

Wednesday: 12:30-2:30

Thursday: 11:15-12:00
